Institutional Reaction to Cases of Corruption in Bulgaria

April 2002-September 2003
Description of four cases of corruption:
First case: "Kostadin Taushanov" 

On November 4, 1999 "Sega" daily published on its first page information that the then director of state agency "Roads" has an account in the foreign bank amounting of 21 000 GBP. As result of this the Head Prosecution started a preliminary investigation. Since then several different services have investigated Taushanov. They came out with contradictory conclusions. In this period Taushnov has produced several different explanations for the origin of the money. Finally, he was accused of illegal enrichment and proceeding against him was initiated. Up to now the process against him is not completed. 
Second case: "Georgi Popov" 

Georgi Popov was an executive director of Bulgartabak between September 2001 and June 2002. During a press conference in April 2002 the Minister of Economy Nikolai Vasilev showed a letter written by the Russian businessman Gevondin Gervodian, who is one of the owners of the Russian tobacco company "Contract Tabak Union". The letter was addressed to the Prime Minister. In this letter Gevondian accused G. Popov that he asked him for a bribe amounting of 500 000 USD. In return, the Russian company would be allowed to produce and sell cigarettes of a Bulgartabak’s trademark on the Russian market. Gevondian claimed he had an audio record proving his statements, this record, however, never came out. A preliminary check up against Popov was initiated but it has not been completed by now. 
Third case: "Mihail Dimitrov" 

Mihail Dimitrov was a director of the Sofia District Economical Police Office. On August 4, 1999 the National Service for Combating Organized Crime disseminated the information that on the same day Dimitrov was caught at the moment of receiving a bribe of the amount of 75 000 USD. The bribe was required from Emil Dimitrov (the Macaron), a well-known businessman, suspected for producing illegal audio CDs. M. Dimitrov threatened Emil Dimitrov he would destroy his business if he do not pay. The action against M. Dimitrov was initiated after Emil Dimitrov had filed a grievance in the Police. In the course of investigation some special intelligence means were used. The case was secret, so not much information on it was available. In January 2001 Emil Dimitrov - the Macaron was shot in the center of Sofia. The killers have not been discovered yet. The case was completed at Sofia City Court in the end of 2002 and Mihail Dimitrov was given a twenty-year prison sentence. An appeal is tending at higher court. 
Fourth case: "Alexander Vedur" 

Alexander Vedur is an expert in "Human resources" at the Sofia Police Department. Together with few other police officers he organized a canal for traffic of people through Bulgaria. After receiving the information, the National Service for Combating Organized Crime organized a special action with the co-operation of the Border Police. The group was caught at the moment of transferring 67 people in a base near Sofia. The officers were fired and an investigation against them was initiated which is still undergoing. 

