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List of topics of the four research groups: 

I group: How the Politics of Social Inclusion is Possible in Southeastern Europe? 

This research group analyzed the uneasy process of "socialization" in the region. Who was included, when, and why? Risks for social cohesion. Which social and political groups will drive the social agenda? Gender, ethnic, and youth problems; access to education and the characteristics of the social agenda in the region; the role of NGOs and universities. What will be the social effects of "accelerated" or delayed EU integration? 

Research Coordinator - Dr. Mihail Arandarenko, Central European University 

II group: How the Regional Economies Can Be Integrated in the Global Economy? 

This research group focused on the economic consequences of establishing a regional market and of introducing the Euro as a common currency; on the comparative advantages and disadvantages of the region; on the institutional environment; on factors that will affect foreign investments long-term; on expected strategies of resistance to globalization; and on the role of the national states in blocking or promoting competitive strategies. 

Research Coordinator - Dr. Ilian Mihov, INSEAD, Paris. 

III group: What is the Future of the Nation States in SEE? 

This research group focused on the internal dynamics of state-formation in the region; on the sustainability of the existing states and statelets; on the existing constitutional regimes and their effect on the economy and society; on the risks of the weak states; on the prospect of introducing regional institutions and on the effects of EU enlargement on the functioning of the national states in the region; and on the prospects for ethnically "clean" or multi-ethnic states. 

Research Coordinators - Dr. Ivan Vejvoda, Executive Director, Open Society Fund, Belgrade and Dr. Zarko Puhovski, Political Scientist, Zagreb University. 

IV group: Is SEE Identity Possible? 

This research group re-thought the history, or rather histories, of the region - their diversity and their common base. Using anthropological, sociological, historical and hermeneutic methods, it focused on everyday culture, intellectual and political debates, education, cultural, military and economic histories. The group tryed to reconstruct the controversial interaction of various identity patterns (local, national, regional, confessional, occidental, oriental, global, etc.) and will try to answer a crucial question for the future of the region: is the SEE identity possible? 

Research Coordinator - Dr. Alexander Kiossev. Associate Professor of History of Culture, Sofia University, Center for Advanced Study 

